
SCIENCE: THE GLOBAL DIMENSION
KEY CONCEPTS AND THE SCIENCE CURRICULUM

CONFLICT RESOLUTION

VALUES AND PERCEPTIONSHUMAN RIGHTS

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Science and human bias.
Critical analysis of evidence.
Science and the media.
Awareness of different ideas.
Science as moral authority.
Challenging negative images.

INTERDEPENDENCE

Equal access to health and 
nutrition. 
Unequal benefits from 
scientific developments.
Consequences of actions 
on others.

Access to education, clean 
water, health care. Social 
security. Adequate standard of 
living. Right of children to have 
opinions taken seriously. 
Respect for traditional 
methods and cultures.

Universality of science.
Origins of scientific ideas.
International collaboration.
New communications.
International responses to 
global issues such as 
depletion of ozone layer.

Conflicts of interest.
Arms industry.
Competition for research
funds. 
Conflict between faiths, 
cultures and scientific thought.

SCIENCE: THE GLOBAL DIMENSION

Adapted from original concepts in Developing a Global Dimension in the School Curriculum, DfES et al (2000)
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CITIZENSHIP

DIVERSITY

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

Environmental protection.
Energy conservation.
Science and quality of life.
Role of individual as global 
citizen. Appropriate action 
about scientific matters.

Science in different 
cultures. 
Biological diversity.
Value of diverse perspectives 
in scientific collaboration.

Welfare of future 
generations. Environmental 
issues such as global warming 
and acid rain. Unequal use of 
energy in 'North' and 'South'.
Social and economic impacts 
of science.
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