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Editorial
I have to start with an apology. At the end 
of the editorial in the last issue, I stated that 
‘Home thoughts from abroad’ was by R. L. 
Stevenson. On holiday shortly after writing 
it, something brought to my attention the 
fact that the author was Browning. I thought 
I knew the fact, did not bother to check, and 
picked the wrong Robert. Panic! I found I was 
too late to stop this error being printed. How 
many students of literature (or in fact of all 
subjects) have left the exam room and suffered 
a similar shock? Just less public humiliation, 
but maybe with longer-lasting consequences! 
I expected a deluge of messages of correction, 
but received only one – from the new chairman 
of the ASE publications committee who is also 
a long-standing colleague on Yorkshire Region 
committees. So it did not seem like a scolding 
from a head teacher.
As I write this, I think back to that holiday week 
in the English countryside at the beginning 
of June; it was completely rain-free and the 
media carried predictions of an even hotter and 
drier summer than last year. How the story has 
changed since, with the worst floods in living 
memory hitting various parts of the country. 
The British climate is notoriously unpredictable, 
yet how much do we really teach about the 
weather? In reality, it is a complex subject, 
maybe too difficult for school science, but it 
certainly affects us all. How many of us could 
look at the sky and predict with some success 
the next half day’s weather before deciding 
on the gardening, a picnic or a walk across 
the moors? Yet we often hear suggestions that 
science education should produce citizens with 
the understanding to make informed decisions.
In this issue, our theme ‘Beyond core science’ 
takes a look at subjects which have a basis in 
science but are not the popular three – physics, 
chemistry and biology. Meteorology is not 
included. Perhaps it should be, although I am 
not aware of any courses. (We did have an 
article on weather lore in September 2006, 
88(322) page 99.) 
We welcome Martin Hollins as theme guest 
editor for ‘Beyond core science’. He introduces 
the theme articles on p. 25.
Science notes start with Bob Bullock’s sequel 
to his article in June, with some mathematical 
explanations of ‘Whirlywings’. Cox and 

Talbot provide a short piece of mathematical 
chemistry, and Frank Harris produces some 
mathematical physics in support of biology. 
As well these mathematical notes there is a 
practical novelty from Stephen Rowcliffe using 
digital photography.
Another submission, initially a Science note, 
produced a suggestion for a new feature 
introduced on page 24. Read it, and see what 
you think! 
We conclude with three disparate articles. 
Michael Akeroyd has looked at the strand How 
science works, newly emphasised in the UK 
curriculum from September 2006, and has 
used examples of famous historic discoveries 
to show the progress from observation to 
conclusion. We shall return to this idea in a 
future issue. See requests for theme articles on 
page 21.
As we regularly worry about the low proportion 
of uptake in sciences, Seán Moran asks us to 
consider what science education is for. He 
submitted this item to give his own overview, 
after seeing the theme title for this edition.
From the USA, Preczewski and Tillotson 
provide an item about the seemingly mundane 
topic of homework. Regarded as a chore by 
students and a necessary evil by teachers, 
the historic method was based on the use 
of books and most often acted as a sequel 
to material covered in a lesson. They draw 
attention to new expectations and indicate the 
differing experiences of the student with a 
personal computer with which to seek masses 
of information and another with no home 
computer but still expected to produce word 
processed reports. The ability of students to 
produce good homework has always been 
dependent on family circumstances to some 
extent. Perhaps an expectation of reliance on 
expensive technology has made this more acute.
Finally Dave Pickersgill presents his last 
Science websearch. After creating this feature 
10 years ago, Dave is passing on the job of 
Websearch editor. For myself, and on behalf of 
previous editors, I thank him for his dedicated 
contribution. I am pleased that he will stay in 
the team of Editorial Associates.
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