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ASE Annual General Meeting 2016

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Association for Science Education held on Saturday 9th January 2016 in Room WG12 in the Aston Webb building at the University of Birmingham. The meeting commenced at 09.00 hours. 34 members were present at the start of the meeting and signed the register.

The Chair welcomed all those present.

1. Apologies were received from Alan Rhodes, Geoff Auty, Ray Plevey, Rosemary Plevey, Norma Broadbridge, John Parkin, Jill Parkin, Peter Humphries, Hellen Ward, Elaine Lennox and Lynne Symonds.
2. Minutes of 2015 Annual General Meeting

The Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting held at the University of Reading on Friday 9th January were accepted at the Council meeting following the AGM. There were no matters arising that were not covered elsewhere on the agenda. The Chair proposed that the Minutes were approved by the Meeting.

Proposed: The Chair.

Seconded: Chris Colclough.

Carried: nem.con. 

3. Presentation by the Chief Executive

Shaun Reason, ASE Chief Executive, gave a short presentation, the key theme being the upturn in Association finances, leading to a feeling that ‘survival’ has been achieved and that ASE is now in a period of ‘consolidation’, with the aim to proceeding to ‘growth’ after a second successful year.

He made special mention of the recent run of effective and supportive Presidents, with Professor Danielle George now installed as the 2016 incumbent. He reported that thought was being given to trying to capitalise on such eminent supporters and how we could expand their influence beyond just the one year of office. 

He thanked the ASE volunteers who work so hard in ASE committees, groups, regions and at events, without whom the Association could not function.  He reiterated the fact that members are at the centre of what ASE does and that Headquarters is there to service the needs of those members. He offered the Meeting an updated and now ‘cleansed’ set of membership figures, which do go up and down month to month but which appear now to be stabilising around the 8,000 mark.

He announced that Council is now known as The Trustee Body (although various Rules do require the use of the term ‘Council’ and so this term will still be used at times) and that ‘Assembly’ is now known as the Education Group.

The Meeting expressed their appreciation at the end of the presentation.

4. Annual Report of Council

The Chair introduced the Annual Report and commended it to the Meeting.

Proposed: Susan Burr
Seconded: Pete Robinson
Carried: nem.con 
5. Annual Statement of Accounts 2014/2015

The Honorary Treasurer, Des Dunne, presented the Annual Statement of Accounts and highlighted the following:

· Governance: the day-to-day running of the Association is the responsibility of the CEO and his staff, with the Trustee Body there to monitor proceedings.  This is proving a much easier task than in recent years and this monitoring is felt to be more effective now.

· Transparency: Thanks largely to the current CEO, there is far greater transparency now and everyone is more aware of the day-to-day situation, particularly in a financial sense.

· Progress: there is the sense that the Association is making progress towards a healthier future – the organisation is continuing to be in a fitter place.

The Honorary Treasurer is now at the end of his five-year term of office and he thanked all those who have supported him in the role during that time. The Meeting thanked him for his hard work and commitment to the Association.

It was proposed that the Meeting approve the Annual Statement of Accounts 2014/2015.

Proposed: Des Dunne
Seconded: Peter Borrows
Carried: nem.con. 
6. Report of the Quality and Audit Committee

Roger McCune (Chair of Q&A) referred to his Report, which was tabled at the Meeting and had also been made available on the ASE website. He drew attention to those sections to do with the financial situation and made particular reference to the work of the Honorary Treasurer and the CEO.

He also reiterated the role of the Committee and reported that it was now working more effectively and with a clearer role. He outlined the work done by the Committee on reviewing the roles of the Trustee Body (formerly Council) and Education Group (formerly Assembly) and said that, although more work needed to be done, great progress had been made.

He thanked, in particular, Dennis Sutton for his work on reviewing ASE structure and outlined key areas of focus – issues raised from these would now be examined in detail by the Trustee Body and the CEO.

He announced that his nine-year term of office was ending this year and he expressed his great gratitude to his fellow Q&A Committee members, and the CEO, Trustees and staff, for their tireless efforts and support.  Communication had improved greatly and he was confident that this would continue.  The Meeting thanked him for his hard work and commitment and wished him (and his beloved Liverpool FC!) well in the future.

The Meeting was asked to approve the Report.

Proposed: Des Dunne
Seconded: Stuart Farmer
Carried: nem.con. 
7. Elections to the Quality and Audit Committee

Graham Kingsley explained that it is proposed to bring the election process for this Committee into line with those of the other ASE committees and groups.  This is due to the changed nature of the voting process in modern times.  Vacancies will be advertised online and in EiS over the coming months and elections will take place, with the 2017 AGM being asked to ‘confirm’ the appointments. The Meeting agreed that this was approved.

8. To confirm the election of the President for the ensuing year

The Chair of the Association, on behalf of the Trustee Body, invited the Meeting to confirm that Professor Danielle George is elected as President of the Association for 2016. The Meeting agreed.

9. To elect Honorary Members

The Chair of the Association invited the Meeting to confirm the following as Honorary Members of the Association:

· Professor Danielle George

· John Lawrence

· Valerie Wood-Robinson

· Colin DuQueno

The Meeting was delighted to confirm these awards.
10. Any Other Business

a. Votes of Thanks

The Honorary Secretary (Annual Conference) proposed a series of votes of thanks as follows:

‘On behalf of the Association, I would like to propose a vote of thanks to the Vice Chancellor and Principal of the University of Birmingham for inviting us to the University, the University staff, particularly the Conference and Facilities staff, and the academic staff who have, as usual, produced an excellent series of Frontier Science lectures. I would also like to thank ASE staff and all the ASE volunteers, presenters, sponsors and exhibitors, for making Birmingham 2016 a very successful event.  Finally, I would like to thank our delegates, without whom there would be no Conference!’

b. To elect the Auditors

Although the Auditors were appointed for a period of three years in 2015, the Meeting was asked to approve their appointment for this current year. It was proposed, seconded and agreed that H.W. Fisher & Co. are appointed to be Auditors for the current financial year.

Proposed: John Lawrence
Seconded: Phil Ramsden

Carried: nem con.

c. The Chair of the Association, Corinne Stevenson, thanked the retiring President, Sir David Bell, for his year in office, and also the Immediate-past Chair, Chris Harrison, for her support and advice.

The Meeting closed at 09.55 hours.
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