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conscious of the need for time to pass before teaching 
about Covid-19, as many people have lost loved ones as 
a result of it, but in terms of science there is so much to 
draw out and when we talk about making science real 
and relevant to learners’ lives, well here it is. 

For me, one of the most important things we can teach 
children is to ask questions – nurturing that skill that 
many young learners have. As adults, I am not sure 
we do this often enough. I have very mixed emotions 

around social media as a means 
for raising questions – often they 
descend into division and arguments. 
However. over the last few days there 
have been some really interesting 
discussions around science and 
the teaching of it. These range 
from ‘What would you consider 
are all the different aspects of the 
nature of science?’, ‘In the age of 
fake news how are we promoting 
science literacy?’, ‘What types of 
enquiry do you recognise in your 
curriculum?’ to ‘Is modelling a type 
of enquiry?’ The discussions around 
these would be fabulous in person 
or at our annual conference – they 

are somewhat limited through Twitter – but they are 
great for making you really think about what you are 
doing and why. Working out why we think what we do 
is really interesting. Not easy, but definitely interesting! 
As scientists we should be open to new possibilities, 
new questions, new ideas and answers. As teachers and 
educators working through Covid-19, and our careers 
generally, we should remember that we are not all in 
the same boat, but we are in the same storm. What will 
come in terms of change over time is unknown. What 
we can all do, however, is continue to ask questions of 
our learners, ourselves and of the knowledge we have in 
order to explore and engage with new possibilities.

Leigh Hoath
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t seems that there is light at the end of the tunnel! We 
are beginning to see a little more ‘freedom’ around 
what we do and who we see, there is a definite 

seasonal shift and it has been good to feel the warmth of 
the Sun. 

In schools, we are seeing something of a return to 
‘normal’ – the learners have returned to the classroom, 
teaching is falling back into place and the much-needed 
social elements of young people’s lives are being restored. 
At the same time, we are seeing 
much fall-out, with talk of extending 
school days and terms, discussion on 
how examinations are being replaced 
and recovery and catch-up curricula. 
However, overall, there is a more 
settled and positive feel as we go 
forward. 

Reflecting on over a year of 
lockdown we can think of all the 
experiences that we have had: some 
have been horrendous without 
doubt, while others have been more 
uplifting. We have a shared journey 
through the Covid-19 pandemic, 
but also the experience of our own 
journeys through it. Earlier in April 
I took part in a STEM panel discussion for the 93% 
Foundation (a national social mobility initiative) and one 
of the questions really made me think about what the 
positives are for us as science enthusiasts going forward.

While I am a little tired (as I am sure many are!) of living 
in unprecedented times, there are so many opportunities 
to use this experience as an example of why having 
some understanding of science is so important. For older 
learners, it might be the context for them learning about 
immunology and vaccination. For younger ones it might 
be about spread of disease. What is certain is that it has 
highlighted the need for a society that can question, 
think about what science is being presented to them – 
and to be able to make sense of graphs! I am so very 
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