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Health & Safety
For all practical procedures described in SSR, we 
have attempted to ensure that: 

•	 the requirements of UK health & safety law are 
observed; 

•	 all recognised hazards have been identified; 
•	 appropriate precautions are suggested; 
•	 where possible, procedures are in accordance 

with commonly adopted model risk 
assessments; 

•	 if a special risk assessment is likely to be 
necessary, this is highlighted. 

However, errors and omissions can be made, and 
employers may have adopted different standards. 
Therefore, before any practical activity, teachers 
and technicians should always check their 
employer’s risk assessment. Any local rules issued 
by their employer must be obeyed, whatever is 
recommended in SSR. Unless the context dictates 
otherwise it is assumed that:

•	 practical work is conducted in a properly 
equipped laboratory; 

•	 any mains-operated and other equipment is 
properly maintained; 

•	 any fume cupboard operates at least to the 
standard of CLEAPSS Guide G9; 

•	 care is taken with normal laboratory 
operations such as heating substances or 
handling heavy objects; 

•	 good laboratory practice is observed when 
chemicals or living organisms are handled; 

•	 eye protection is worn whenever there is any 
recognised risk to the eyes; 

•	 fieldwork takes account of any guidelines 
issued by the employer; 

•	 pupils are taught safe techniques for such 
activities as heating or smelling chemicals, 
and for handling microorganisms.
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Contributing to  
School Science Review
If you have an idea for an article for SSR, please 
submit your idea using the form on our website: 
www.ase.org.uk/article-ideas-form. Guidance 
is available to support authors with the writing 
process. See www.ase.org.uk/submission-
guidelines. SSR is published in November, 
March and July and is available as a free 
add-on benefit for ASE members. We also offer 
journal subscriptions for institutional access to 
universities and libraries; find out more at  
www.ase.org.uk/libraries.

The contents of this journal do not necessarily 
represent the views or policies of the ASE, except 
where explicitly identified as such.
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