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Health & Safety

Forall practical procedures described in SSR, we
have attempted to ensure that:

- therequirements of UK health & safety law are
observed;

- allrecognised hazards have been identified;

- appropriate precautions are suggested;

- where possible, procedures arein accordance
with commonly adopted model risk
assessments;

- ifaspecial risk assessment is likely to be
necessary, thisis highlighted.

However, errors and omissions can be made, and
employers may have adopted different standards.
Therefore, before any practical activity, teachers
and technicians should always check their
employer's risk assessment. Any local rulesissued
by theiremployer must be obeyed, whateveris
recommended in SSR. Unless the context dictates
otherwiseitisassumed that:

- practical work is conducted in a properly
equipped laboratory;

- any mains-operated and other equipment is
properly maintained;

- any fume cupboard operates at least to the
standard of CLEAPSS Guide G9;

- careistaken with normal laboratory
operations such as heating substances or
handling heavy objects;

- good laboratory practice is observed when
chemicals or living organisms are handled;
- eye protectionisworn whenever there isany

recognised risk to the eyes;

- fieldwork takes account of any guidelines
issued by the employer;

- pupils are taught safe techniques for such
activities as heating or smelling chemicals,
and for handling microorganisms.
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Authorisation is granted by the ASE foritems
from SSRto be downloaded or photocopied for
personal use or forthe use of specific students.
Permission is needed to copy or reproduce
forany other purpose and requests should be
addressed to the ASE. Every effort has been
made to obtain permission for use of non-ASE
materialin this journal but, if any issues arise,
please contact us.
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